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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The amendment filed 3/1 5/2004 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132 because it introduces 
new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132 states that no amendment shall introduce new 
matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material which is not supported by the 
original disclosure is as follows: there is no support for a bridge in the original disclosure, nor is 
there support for an anti-rotation structure in figures 6a-6b. Applicant is required to cancel the 
new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 158-163 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The original disclosure has no support for a bridge or rotation prevention member. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 7, 120-122, 130-132, 134, 135, 136, 143-145, 147, -155, and 157 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by MacNeill 4,346,869. 

Regarding claims 1-3, 120-122, 135, and 136 MacNeill discloses a tube clamp 
containing: a first arm 12, and a second arm 14 that is disposed opposite to the first arm and 
having an end connected to an end of the first arm to define an opening. The arms are capable of 
securing tissue between the arms. The anchoring portion is element 32. 

Regarding claims 5, 131, 132, 144, 145, 154, and 155, element 50 is the gripping tab. 

Regarding claims 7, 134, 147, and 157, the first and second arms substantially form a U- 

shape. 

Regarding claims 130, 143, and 153, the arm 14, contains a portion that tapers, curving 
away from the gap. 

Regarding claims 148 and 149, the projection is element 46. 
Regarding claim 150, the projection includes a barb. 
Regarding claim 151, element 52 is the second projection. 

Regarding claim 152, the first and second projections are located opposite one another. 

4. Claims 1, 6, 120, and 133 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Klieman et al. (Kliemna) US 4,188,953. Klieman discloses a clip with two arms that define a gap 
therebetween. The clip may be made of bioabsorbable material. 

5. Claims 120, 123-127, 135, 136-139, 140, 146, 148, and 156 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jewusiak US 4,424,810. 
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Regarding claims 120, 135, 136, 146, 148, and 156, Jewusiak discloses a 2-armed clip 
that has a projection in the gap between the 1 st and 2 nd arms. The clip is absorbable. The 
projection is element 15. Element 15 can be alternatively interpreted as the anchoring portion. 

Regarding claims 123, 125, 126, 127, 137-140, the anchoring portion has two projections 
15 & 25 and the projections are located opposite each other. 

Regarding claims 124 and 138, the projection includes a portion in the shape of a barb. 
Element 1 5 is in the shape of a barb. 

6. Claims 4, 128, 129, 141, and 142 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Cerwin et al. (Cerwin) US 4,449,53 1 . Cerwin discloses a clip with an anchoring portion and 
a fixation hole. The anchoring portion has a pin. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

US 4345600 A Purse-stringer 

US 4387489 A Clasp for locking a ligature loop 

US 45 19392 A Hemostasing muscle clips for needleless surgery 

US 6428548 B 1 Apparatus and method for compressing body tissue 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul A Roberts whose telephone number is (703) 305-7558. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Shaver can be reached on 703-308-0858. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Paul Roberts 

Paul. Roberts@uspto . gov 

06/02/04 




PRIMARY EXAMINER 



